Escape the city life with us!

CH INA
THE SILK ROUTE
DRIVE 2021

29th M ay - 11th June 2021

Duration

: 13 Nights/ 14 Days

Dates

: 29th May - 11th June 2021

The Silk Route might be thought of as the
middle of nowhere today, but back in its
heyday, it was once the trading hub linking up
China, India, Persia & Rome. Explore the
evolution of the Silk Route with a drive
through China, which still tells many stories of
ancient times and the exchange of cultures.
Get ready to witness the scenery and sights
that are not just spectacular but also
intriguing on this time-honoured trade route.
There are well-known Mogao Caves (Mogao
Grottoes) in Dunhuang, the bustling Sunday
Bazaar in Kashgar, exotic customs and
traditions in Xinjiang, a thousand kilometre
long Great Wall of China in Jiayuguan that is
waiting for you to explore, cute Giant Pandas
in Chengdu and so much more. Are you ready
to experience the adventures on this ancient
trade route with us?
The Great Wall of China

Route Map

[End]

CHINA
[Start]

DAY 01 : 29 MAY
India – Chengdu [Fly-in]
Nihao! Time to familiarize yourself with a little Chinese
as you fly to Chengdu, the starting point of your Silk
Route Drive. Check-in at the hotel and rest for the day
as you gear up to begin your two-week-long road trip
through the Silk Route in China. You will get enough
time to acclimatize to your surroundings, meet your
fellow participants and get used to all things Chinese
before you hit the road. You will meet the expedition
leader and crew members who will take you through a
brief orientation, answer all your questions and hand
over all the relevant documents required for the journey
before you embark on one of the most memorable
drives of your life!

DAY 02 : 30 MAY
Chengdu - Sightseeing
Today is a free day to explore the sights and sounds of
the exciting city of Chengdu. It would be a crime to come
to Chengdu, and not visit those black and white bundles
of overflowing cuteness! Yes, you guessed it right - we
are talking about Giant Pandas. Did you know that 80%
of the world’s Giant Pandas live in Chengdu? Chances
are that you are not going to visit Chengdu that often in
life, so why not make the most of it? Also, visit the
famous “Wide and Narrow” street and explore the unique
cultures, traditions, street food and a traditional Chinese
tea ceremony, all in one place. In the evening, get to
know your fellow participants as you wine & dine
together!

Giant Pandas at Chengdu

DAY 03 : 31 MAY
Chengdu – Ruoergai (480 km/ 8 hours)
Your first driving day in China is going to be a
memorable one as it is going to treat you with
remarkable scenery, mountain roads and chances are
that you might encounter some snow as we drive
towards the Tibetan village of Rouergai, a small town
located high up in the mountains at an altitude above
12000 ft. The drive from Chengdu to Rouergai is full of
gorgeous landscapes, and just when you are getting
used to driving as part of the convoy, you will find
yourself lured by the charms of the beautiful countryside
of China. As we start climbing the mountains, keep your
camera ready to capture the gorgeous landscapes of
this isolated part of China. The most thrilling part of the
day begins when we reach Ruoergai.

Chengdu - Ruoergai Drive

DAY 04 : 1 JUNE
Ruoergai - Free day/ Sightseeing
Ruoergai, a Tibetan town that falls on the eastern
perimeter of the Tibetan Plateau, is in southwest China
in a remote corner of the Sichuan province. If you open
any map, chances are you will not find Ruoergai in it. It is
tiny, isolated and almost disconnected from the rest of
the world. Go out for a stroll in Ruoergai where you will
meet friendly locals who are likely to ask you for a selfie
and will be more than happy to show you around their
idyllic town. The flat and vast Ruoergai grassland looks
like a green carpet under the blue sky, with the back
paved highway leading you to the end of the sky. Tibetan
villages and yaks add much vitality on this carpet.

Ruoergai Welcome

DAY 05 : 2 JUNE
Ruoergai – Xining (550 km/ 9 hours)
Today, we will start early and drive towards Xining, the
largest and the capital city of the mesmerising Qinghai
province. It will be a long day on the road, but you will
find solace in the fluffy white clouds, untainted blue sky,
and vast grasslands. We will stop for lunch en route
Langmusi or Xiahe depending upon our progress, and
the number of photo stops we take along the way. The
peaceful drive will give you ample opportunity to
appreciate the beautiful, idyllic and isolated countryside
of the Qinghai Province as we drive towards Xining.
Once in Xining, if you are willing, jaunt your way to
Dongguan mosque, one of the biggest mosques in
northwest China with a history of more than 600 years!

Dongguan Mosque

DAY 06 : 3 JUNE
Xining – Jiyayuguan (560 km/ 9 hours)
It is going to be another long day on the road, so we are
going to make an early start. Today is going to be
another special day on the road so take a deep breath
and enjoy the spectacular views as we cross the “Qilian
Mountains”, which literally translates to “heavenly
mountain”, en route Jiayuguan. Qilian Mountains are
located on the border of Qinghai and Gansu provinces in
west-central China. Qilian grassland is 300 km from
Xining and would take five-six hours to get there. The
mountains can rise as high as 19000 ft, and if you look in
the distance, you will spot snow-covered mountain tops
while driving along livestock herds grazing in the
well-watered valleys.

Qilian Mountain

DAY 07 : 4 JUNE
Jiayuguan – Dunhuang (400 km/ 6 hours)
Today is going to be one of those days that you will
remember for the rest of your life because you are going
to climb the Great Wall of China as you visit the
Jiayuguan Great Wall, the vital pass to the world’s
oldest trading route. Do you know it took 168 years to
complete the wall? Well, now you know! You may have
seen the Great Wall of China from the east, but unlike
millions of tourists, you are going to become a part of
that rare group of travellers who have witnessed the
Western end of the thousand kilometres long Great Wall
of China! After exploring the Great Wall and the
Jiayuguan Pass for half-day, we will proceed towards
our next destination, i.e. Dunhuang.

Jiayuguan Great Wall

DAY 08 : 5 JUNE
Dunhuang – Free day/ Sightseeing
You have earned a rest day so ditch the car and take a
walk! If you are itching to go out and explore the city, we
recommend that you spend the day visiting the Mogao
Caves. The mere fact that the world’s earliest printed
dated book- Diamond Sutra was discovered here should
be enough to tick this place off your bucket list. But if you
would rather do something far adventurous, then walk
towards the dunes of the Gobi Desert and spend the
entire day enjoying various activities such as dune
bashing on a bike or a jeep, camel safari, quad biking in
the sand or simply find an isolated spot to enjoy a
sunrise or a sunset over the Gobi Desert.

Mogao Caves

DAY 09 : 6 JUNE
Dunhuang – Turpan (800 km/ 11 hours)
Aren’t early morning drives the best? Today, we are
going to drive the longest distance of our expedition as
we cover 800 km from Dunhuang to Turpan. As we
approach Turpan, we will also enter the Xinjiang
Province. Officially known as the Xinjiang Uyghur
Autonomous Region, it is a provincial-level autonomous
region of China in the northwest of the country. It is the
largest Chinese administrative division and the 8th
largest country subdivision in the world, spanning over
1.6 million sq. km. You will find it interesting to learn that
Xinjiang borders eight countries, including Mongolia,
Russia,
Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan,
Tajikistan,
Afghanistan, Pakistan and India. Brace yourself for
more security checks as you enter a unique and a truly
unexplored part of the world.

Xinjiang Province

DAY 10 : 7 JUNE
Turpan – Kuerle (380 km/ 6 hours)
Compared to the day before, today’s drive is going to
feel like a walk in the park. We will start the day at leisure
and make you try the scrumptious kebabs of Turpan
before we hit the road. We promise you that the kebabs
of Turpan are going the be the best that you will eat in
your lifetime! After eating to our heart’s content, we will
hit the road and drive towards Kuerle. As they say, the
true charm of the city and places can only be learned by
those who see it with their own eyes and feel it with their
own heart. One thing is for sure that you wouldn’t wish to
miss out on the exotic ‘fragrant pears’ grown around
Kuerle.

Turpan - Kuerle Drive

DAY 11 : 8 JUNE
Kuerle – Akesu (530 km/ 7 hours)
Today we will drive from Kuerle to Aksu, and en route,
we will visit the ancient town of Kuche. If we have time,
will also visit the Tianshan Grand Canyon Scenic Area
to take in the spectacular landscape of China’s answer
to the Grand Canyon of USA. The mysterious Tianshan
Grand Canyon is a canyon near Keziliya mountain
formed by wind and rain over billions of years. But
depending upon weather and the amount of time spent
at checkpoints on the highways, the crew will take a
final call about visiting the Canyon. Continue driving
through the vast expanses of Xinjiang province, passing
more obscure Silk Road stops and simply soak in the
remoteness of this unique part of the world.

Tianshan Grand Canyon

DAY 12 : 9 JUNE
Akeshu – Kashgar (715 km/ 10 hours)
Today is going to be another long driving day as we
spend around 10 hours on the road, so make sure you
have enough songs on your playlists to keep you
entertained. Todays’ drive will give us a good look at the
lifestyle of those who live in the sparsely populated areas
of western China, and we will get an idea of what it might
have been like to travel the Silk Road in days gone by in air-conditioned comfort, of course. Today is also going
to be the last driving day of our expedition through China
so make the most of this day and cherish every moment
as we inch closer to Kashgar, the final destination of our
two-week-long expedition in China.

Akeshu - Kashgar Drive

DAY 13 : 10 JUNE
Kashgar – Free day/ Sightseeing
Kashgar is a city in the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous
Region, in China’s far west. It was a stop on the Silk
Route, with its history stretching over 2000 years. Today
it’s known for the Kashgar Sunday Bazaar, a daily
market crammed with pashminas, spices, fur caps and
more. Visiting Kashgar is a chance to travel back in
time. We saved a day in your itinerary to make sure you
have ample time to enjoy many charming places here,
like Abakh Khoja tomb, Three Immortals Buddhist
caves, Stone city, Karakul lake, etc. One of the main
attractions of Kashgar is the Id Kah mosque – one of the
largest mosques in China. A visit here is a must not only
for its beauty and religious sentiments but also for its
grandeur.

DAY 14 : 11 JUNE
Kashgar – India [Fly out]
Two weeks have gone by already and its’ time to go
back home. The expedition concludes this morning, and
you bid goodbye to your travel companions. A self-drive
expedition through the Silk Route in China is not
something that many travellers can claim to have
experienced. It is often said that difficult roads often
lead to beautiful destinations, and the last two weeks on
the road in China will echo this sentiment in your hearts
and your minds for many years to come. But, if you are
still yearning to explore more and wish to extend your
programme in China for a few more days, we will be
happy to assist you in making all the necessary
arrangements.

Kashgar Market

COST INCLUSIONS:
1. Accommodation on twin occupancy
2. All meals*
3. China visa support
4. Self Drive Vehicle (4 people in one car)
5. Fuel
6. Airport transfers in Chengdu and Kashgar
7. Road books, maps and wireless radio sets for the vehicle
8. Driving permits and vehicle insurance

COST EXCLUSIONS:
1. International flights
2. *Lunch and Dinner on Day 2, Day 4, Day 8 and Day 13
3. Travel Insurance
4. Chinese visa application fees
5. Any cost arising out of unforeseen circumstances
6. Additional accommodation charges due to unforeseen
delays in the journey
7. Any charges for carrying video camera or still camera
8. Any additional fee for issuance of visa apart from
the standard fee
9. International Driving Permit
10. 5% GST

PARTICIPATION FEE
INR 4,75,000 PER PERSON

PRESS & SOCIAL MEDIA

This mother-son duo went
on a 50 day road-trip to watch the
cricket world cup
June 23rd 2019

Drive through 18 countries in
49 days with Sanjay Madan and
Tushar Agarwal of Adventures
Overland as they take you on the
most epic journey of your lifea road trip from India to London

Subscribers: 131,348

Views: 10

Million +

January 22nd 2019

This 49 day road trip starts in Imphal,
ends in London

Call of the open road
March 26th 2017

April 13th 2017

Bros on roads: the boys who drove
across 50 countries
November 4th 2015

Adventure on The Great Indian
World Trip
August 1st 2014

Followers: 231,685
Likes: 230,410

Followers: 21,300

ACHIEVEMENTS
Winner in India’s Leading Tour Operator Category at World Travel Awards 2020
Satte Award 2020 - Recognized as the ‘Best Niche Tour Operator’ in India at South Asia’s leading B2B travelland tourism trade
exhibition
Guinness World Record for the longest journey in a foreign country: Tushar and Sanjay travelled 17,107 km in Australia alone in 28
days from November 25 - December 22, 2013
Represented India at the 2nd ASEAN-India Car Rally 2012, organised by the Ministry of External Affairs, Govt. of India and
Confederation of Indian Industry (CII)
Featured in a 10 episode riveting series on a record breaking road trip - The Great Indian World Trip aired on TLC and Discovery
Science & Turbo. The series is streaming now on Discovery Plus
Honoured by the Government of UAE at the Dubai Travellers Festival for special contribution towards adventure travel around the
world
● The longest drive across most countries: Covered 90,151
km across 50 countries in six continents in 453 days
● The longest journey in South America: Covered 16,159 km
across six countries in 75 days
● The longest journey in North America: Passed through nine
Central and North American countries, covering 25,621 km
● The South-North drive across the America continents: Drove
27,382 km from the world’s southernmost city, Ushuaia in
Argentina to the northernmost city, Deadhorse in Alaska, USA
● The most European countries covered: Covered 11,197 km
across 22 European countries in 21 days
● The longest journey in a single country: Covered 17,107
km in 28 days, driving in Australia
● First indian driving expedition to Icelandic glacier by a 25
member team which covered 1,302 km in seven days
● The longest Asian countries tour: Covered 8,209 km across
five Asian countries in 26 days

● The West-East-West India round trip: First team to drive
7,566 km non-stop for seven days through seven states of
India in a record time of 155 hours 50 minutes
● The fastest West-East India expedition: Drove 3,703 km from
Koteshwar, Gujarat to Tezu, Arunachal Pradesh in a record
time of 73 hours and 55 minutes
● Drive to the highest motorable road: First civilians to drive
to the Mana Pass at 18,399 feet
● The fastest trans Himalayan challenge: Driven 5,500 km
non-stop for 9 days 6 hours 15 minutes covering the entire
Himalayan range in India, Bhutan & Nepal
● The Tata Nano Himalayan expedition: Successfully made it to
the world’s highest motorable road at Khardung La (5,602 m)
in a 626 cc Tata Nano
● Delhi-Kailash Mansarovar expedition: Driving from Delhi to
Mansarovar and Mt. Kailash through Nepal, Tibet/China in
eight days
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